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INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS LAGOS 02745 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR.PDIP. UK, NI 

SUBJECT: RECALL OF BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER TO NIGERIA 
REF: (A) LAGOS 710 (B) KADUNA 248 

1 . FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TEXT OF MEA MARCH 4 STATEMENT 
ANNOUNCING THAT AT FMG'S REQUEST BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD GREED 
TO RECALL BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER TO NIGERIA, SIR MARTIN 

LE QUESNE. 

2. QTE THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS REQUESTED THE 
RECALL OF THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER, SIR MARTIN LE QUESNE, 

AND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO HIS RECALL. SIR MARTIN, 
ACCORDINGLY. LEFT NIGERIA TODAY. 

IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
HAD EARLIER REJECTED A FORMAL NOTE OF CLAIM LODGED BY SIR MARTIN 
LE QUESNE, WHICH HE HAD SOUGHT TO DEPOSIT AT THE MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, ASKING FOR FULL REIMBURSEMENT OF THE COST 
OF THE DAMAGES DONE TO THE BUILDING AND CONTENT OF THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE IN THE COURSE OF STUDENT'S DEMONSTRATION 
ON 17TH FEBRUARY, 1976. 

IN REJECTING THE NOTE, THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAD 
EXPRESSED DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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COULD BE TALKING ABOUT 'REIMBURSEMENT" FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY A 
DEMONSTRATION EMANATING FROM NEWSPAPER REPORTS LEAKED BY HIS OFFICE. 
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THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT ALSO EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT AT 
SIR MARTIN S LACK OF SENSITIVITY FOR THE GRIEF OF A NATION THAT 
HAD LOST ITS HEAD OF STATE. UNQTE. 

EASUM 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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